
Inequality and Its Consequences 
 

Unfortunately, we, in the United States, are leading the way in the growth of inequality as shown 

in the next figure: 

 

 
Source:  Oxfam Briefing Paper:  Working for the Few:  Political Capture and Economic 

Inequality, 20 January 2014 

 

We see this reflected in gross diparities in growth of household income in the United States, with 

those at the top of the economic ladder benefitting diproportionately as shown in the next figure: 



 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

As a result our overall poverty rate remains high with children particularly affected: 

 

 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

As are those who are African American or Hispanic: 



  
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

We see inequality starkly reflected in health care coverage with those at lower income levels 

suffering disproportionately: 



 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

With those who are poorer having to forego needed medical care (the lines in the following chart 

correspond to income as a % of the poverty level): 

 



 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

Those with lower incomes report poorer health: 

 



 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

Die at a younger age: 

 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 



and disproportionately experience psychological distress: 

 

 
Source:  State of The Union, The Poverty and Inequality Report 2014, The Stanford Center on 

Poverty and Inequality 

 

Hopefully the Affordable Care Act will begin to redress some of these healthcare inequities, 

recognizing that a Medicare-for-All system is needed to create an effective health care system in 

this country. 

 

We have much to do to reverse the tide of inequality that has swept our country since the early 

1980s. 


